A PERPETUAL PEACE. 20

reft depends on their glory, and that the glory
they acquire 1in the opinion of the wife is pro-
portioned to the fervice they are of to mankind;
that the project of a perpetual peace, being the
greateft that ever was formed, ought to confer
immortal glory on its author; that the putting
it 1nto execution, being, in like manner, the
moft ufeful to fubjects, would be ftill more glo-
rious to fovereignss; that this enterprize would
be particularly the only one unfullied with blood
and rapine, with forrow and execration ; and in
fine, that the moft certain way for a prince to
diftinguifh him{elf among the herd of kings, is
to labour for the public good. Such are the
fentiments which, broached 1n the cabinet of
princes, have brought ridicule on the author and
his projelts. Dut let us not, like them, defpife
his reafons : we have nothing to do with the vir-
tues of princes; let us {peak of thetr interefts.
All the powers of Europe have real or ground-
lefs demands on one another, which are incapa-
ble of being clearly afcertained, becaufe there is
no conftant and common rule by which to deter-
mine them, and al{o becaule they are often foun-
ded on equivocal and uncertain facts. The dif-
ferences hence arifing allo are equally indeter-
minable, as well from want of competent arbi-
trators, as becaufe each power reclaims, with-
out {cruple, thofe ceflions, which have been ex-
acted of him by the more powerful, in the way
of treaty, or after unfuccefstul wars. It 1s an
error, therefore, to mfift only on our claims on
others, without refleting on therr claims on us,
when there is on neither fide either more juftice
or advantage in the means of enforcing our re-

ciprocal pretenfions. No fooner doth any thing
de-
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depend on accident, than the aétual poflefhion
1s of fuch value, that no wife man will ik 1t
for future profit, even upon an equal chance;
whilft all the world muft blame a man, who,
in eafly circumitances, fhould, in hopes to double
his fortune, venture the whole on one call of
the dice.

But it has been made clear, that, even as
things now ftand, every power ambitious of ag-
arandizing itfelf, muft meet with a relftance
fuperior to 1t3 utmofit efforts : whence it follows,
that the ftrongeft having no motive for playing,.
nor the weakeft any prolpect of winning, it be-
comes the intereft of both, to give up what they
covet, in order to fecure what they poilels.

Let us confider the wafte of men, of money,
of powers of every kind, and in what manner
every flate 15 exhaufted even bv the molt {uc-
cefsful wary and comparethe mjuries 1t has recet-
ved with the advantages 1t bas derived from 1t
we fhall find the 1maginary winner 1s {till a lo-
fer; and that the conqueror, always weaker
than before the war commenced, has no other
confolation than to fee the vanquifhed more
exhaufted than himfelf : while even this advan-
rage is lefs real than apparent; becaufe the fupe-
riority, which may be acquired over an adver-
{ary, hath, in the mean time, been loft with
regard to neutral powers; which, without vary-
ing their fituation, grow fo much the {tronger,
with regard to us, as we grow weak.

If all Kings are not yet convinced of the
folly of making conquefls, 1t appears, at lealt,
that the wifeft of them begin to fee that they
coft more than they are worth. Without en-
tering into a thouvfand diftinétions on this head,

which
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which might lead us too far out of the way, it
may be faid, in general, that a Prince, who,
by enlarging his territortes, loles as many old
fubjets as he acquires new, becomes weaker by
his acquifition 3 becaufe, with more territoriesto
defend, he hath no more {ubjcts to defend it.

Now, 1t 15 well known, that, as wars are

carried on at prefent, the deftrution caufed a-
mong the foldiery 1s one of the leaft caufes of
the depopulation they occafion. Itis there, in-
deed, that the lofs 15 more immediately felt ;
but there 1s occafioned, at the {fame time, a more
unportant and irreparable lois than that of thole
who penth, by the want of fuch as might o-
therwife be born ; by the increale of taxes, by
the interruption of commerce, by the defertion
of the country and the decreafe of agriculture:
thus the evil, which 15 at {irft hardly perceptible,
1s cruelly felt in the end; when we are aftonith-
ed at our having been fo weak as to endeavour
to become powerful.

- But what renders conquefts fhill lefs intereft-
ing, 1s, that means are known at prefent, by
which princes may increafe their power two or
three fold, not only without extending their
territories, but fometimes by contralting them,
as was very wifely done by the Emperor Adrian.
It is now cbvious, that the power of princes
depends on the number of their fubjects; and
it 1s a truth naturally anfing from what has been
advanced, that of two {tates, containing the
fame number of inhabitants, that whichoccupies
the fmalleft territory is actually the moft power-
ful. It is then by means of good laws, by a
prudent police, by enlarged views of ceconomy,

that a wife fovereign is certain of augmenting
his
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his forces, without putting any thing to the
hazard : the real conqueils he makes cover his
neighbours are the ufetul cftablifhments he
forms within his own kingdoms; while every
additional new-born fubjeét increafes his power
as much as it he had deftroyed an enemy.
it muit not be here objecied, that Iprovc too
much, in that, if things were as i reprefent
them,' each prince having an intercit in ab-
flaining from war, and is particular interefts
uniting with the general to the prefcrvation of
peace, fuch peace ought naturally o eftablifh
and fupport itlelt without a contederacy. 'Lhis
-would be to realon very badly on the prefent
ftate of things: for, though it would certainly
prove more advantageous toall parties tobecon-
ftantly at peace, the general want of fecurity in
this cafe has this effect, that each party, being
uncertain of keeping out of wars, firives to
commence hoftilities at leaft with advantage, on
every favourable occafion 5 whence it happens,
that many, and thele even cffenfive, wars,
proceeds trom the unjuft precaution of {ecuring
one’s own pofieflions, rather than from the de-
fign of ufurping thofe of others. However {a-
lutary, indeed, all public-fpirited maxims may
be in general, it Is certain, that, 1f we confider
them only in a political, nay, even {ometimes
in a moral view, they become hurtiul to the par-
ty who perfeveres in the practices of them towards
the reft of the world, when nobody will practife
them towards him. '
I have nothing to fay on the parade of arms
becaufe, being deftitute of all {olid foundation,
whether of hope or fear, fuch parade 1s mere
childrens play, and monarchs ought not to
dandle
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dandle puppets. -I{hall be as filent alfo on the
glory of conquerors; becaule if there be fome
monfters who regret the want of objeéts to
maflacre, they ought not to be reafoned with,
but deprived of the means of gratifying their
fanguinary fury.

The guaranty of the third article fuperfeding
all motives for making war, there can be no
better reafon for any potentate’s declaring it a-
gainft others, than they will have for commeun-
cing hoftilities againft him: at the f{ame time,
it 15 certainly a great advantage to be fecured
from the rifk of being in the Nituation wherein
one is.fingly oppofed to all.

With regard to the dependence of each party
on the common tribunal, it 1s very clear, that 1t
will not diminifh their feparate claims to fove-
reignty; but will, on the contrary, rather con-
firm fuch claims ; which are rendered morecer-
tain by the third article ; according to which,
each power guarantees not only its own flates
againft all foreign invafion, butalfo its {fovereign
authority over its {ubjedts. Thus princes will
not become the lefs abfolute for entering into this
confederacy, but will be more immoveably fixed
on their refpective thrones; while, by fubmit-
ting to the judgment of the Congrefs in their
difputes with their equals, and by divefting
themfelves of the dangerous power of {eizing
upon the property of others, they will render
their aCtual rights more {ecure, by renouncing
thofe which are falfe or doubtful.  Addto this,
that there is a wide difference between a de-
pendence on others, and on a body-corporate,
of which each party 1s always a member, and

:x his turn the prefident: for in the latter cale,
his
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his independency is only the more afcertained
by the guarantees afforded him. It would be a-
lienated in the hands of a mafter, butis con-
firmed 1n thofe of aflociates.

This 1s confirmed by the example of the
Germanic body; for, though the fovereignty of
its members be varied, 1n many relpecls, by the
conftitution of the Empire, and are of courfe
in a lefs agreeable firuation than they might be
as members of the European confederacy, there
15 neverthelefs not one among them, how jea-
lous foever he may be of his authority, who
would render his independence abfolute, were it
. in his power, by detaching bim{elf from the reft
of the Empire.

It 1s farther to be obferved alfo, that the
Germanic body, having a permanent chief, his
authority 1s conftantly tending to ufurpation; a
circumitance that could never happen in the
Luropean Congrels, where the prefidentthip
would be alternate, and no refpeét would be had
to the inequality ol the feveral potentates.

'I'o all thefe confiderations may be aaded ano-~
ther, {till more important to people who are {o
fond of money as princes always are: this is,
the facility of amafling a great quantity, from
the advantages refulting, both to them and their
people, from a perpetual peace; confidering
the valt expence that will be faved in the article
of military preparations, in the keeping up of for-
tifications, and the fupport of numerous troops,
which eat up the revenues, and become every day
more burdenfome both to prince and {ubjett.

I am fenfible it isnot convenient for {overeigns
to difband all their forces, and to have notroops
ready to repel fudden invadgrs, and to fuppreis

Por
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popular infurretions. I am’ferrfible, al{o, that the
{everal members of the confederacy will be obli-
ged to furnifth their contingents, as well for
guarding the frontiers of Lurope, as for the
iupport of the confederate army deftined occa-
fionally to enforce the determinations of the
Congrefs. But when all thofe charges are de-
frayed, and the extraordinary expences of war
totally {fuppreffed, there will ftill be a faving of
more than half the prefent military expences ;
which will leflenthe burden laid on the fubjedl,
and fill the coffers of the fovereign : {o that the
people will be fubject to much fewer taxes; and
the prince, being much enriched, would be
enabled to give encouragement to trade, agri-
culture, and arts, as well as to lay thetoundation
of ufeful eftablithments that would {till farther
increafe his and his people’s wealth. Add to
this, that the independence of the {tate would
derive from fuch means a much greater fecurity
than 1t could do from the mamtenance of national
troops, and that military pomp, which is con-
ftantly exhaufting it in the midft of peace.

It will be {aid, perhaps, that the frontier-
countries would be then in a more difadvanta-
geous fituation, and would {hill have as many
wars to maintain againit the Turks, the Tartars,
and the Corfairs of Alrica.

To this I anfwer, firft, That thole countries
are, as it 15, 1n the {fame circumftances; and
that therefore our project would be of no pofi-
¢ive difadvantage to them, though lels advan-
tageous than it might be to others; this being
an unavoidable inconvenience, to which their
fituation naturally expofes them. Secondly,
That by being freed from any apprechenfions of

VaoL. X S dan-



210 A PROJECT TOR

danger on the fide of Europe, they would be
much better able to oppofe their other enemies,
Thirdly, That the demolition of the fortrefles in
the interior parts of Europe, and the faving of
the expences neceffary for their fupport, would
enable the confederacy to eftablifh a great num-
ber of fortrefles on the frontiers, without ex-
pence to any particular member. Fourthly,
That fuch fortrefles, built, garrifoned, and
maintained at the common expence, would prove
a fecurity, as well as a {aving of charges, to the
potentates on the frontiers, whofe itates they
~ would more immediately protect. Fifthly, That
the troops of the confederacy, ftationed on the
confines of Europe, would be always ready to
repel any invader. And, fixthly, That a body
{o powerful as the ]:urc:pean Republic, would be
too formidable to foreign princes, for them to
entertain a defign ot a[tackmg any of its mem-
bers ; fince we iee the Germanic body, though
much lefs powertul, 1s yet fufficiently fo to awe
1ts neighbours mto refpect, and to afford an ufe-
ful protection to the princes compoling it

It may be objected farther, that, thould the
Europeans ceafe to make war on each other, the
military art would {oon fall into neglect and o-
blivion ; that their troops would lofe their cou-
rage and dilcipline 5 that there would no longer
exift exther generals or foldiers 5 and that Europe
would thus lie at the. mercy of the firft foreign
invader.

To this I reply, that one of thefe two things
muft happen; enther that our neighbours of the
othar parts of the world would make war on
fiurope, or that they would refpe&t the confede-
racy fo much as to-Ieave it in peace.

Now
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Now, in the firlt cafe, there would be oppor-
tunities enough of culuvating military talents,
i raifing and forming troops. 'T'he armies of the
confederacy would be, in that refpect, the fchool
of Europe ; people would repair to the frontiers
to learn the art of war, while the arts of peace
would flourifh in the interior parts, and thus
the advantages of both would be united. Can
it be thought neceffary that we fhould be always
cutting one another’s throats, to cultivate theart
of war ? or are the French lefs brave, becaufe the
provinces of Anjou and Touraine are at peace
with each other?

Inthe {fecond cafe, it mull be owned, that no
opportunity would be left of cultivating the mi-
litary art 5 but then there would remain nolonger
any neceffity for it. For, what purpofle would
it ferve to train people to arms, who would
have no enemy to attack? And which isto be
preferred, the cultivation of a deftructiveart, or
the project that renders it ufelefs ¢ If a fecret
were exilting, by means of which mankind
might enjoy conftant healthy would it not be
abfurd to reject it, becaufe 1t would deprive the
Phyficians of the cpportunities of acquiring ex-
perience? It remains to be fhewn which of the
two arts, in this parallel, 1s molt {alutary, and
beft deferves to be retained.

Let us not be terrified with a {udden inva-
{ion 5 it 1s well known that Europe has, on that
{core, nothing to fear, and that this firft inva-
der wiil never appear. 'T'his is not a time for
the irruptions of Barbarians, who feemed to
drep in {warms from the clouds. OSince we
have peen able to take a nearer furvey of the

whole {urface of the earth, nothing can approach
S 2 USs
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us, that may not be feen at a great diftance.
There 1s no potentate in the world, at prefent,
an a fitwation formidable againft all Europe.
And 1f ever there fhould be fuch a power, ei-
ther we fhall have time to prepare ourfelves, or
ihall be at leaft in a better fituation to oppofe
him, being united in one body, than when out
iong difputes are to be terminated at once, in
order to patch up an hafty union.

‘Thus we have fthewn, that all the pretended
mconventencies of fuch a confederacy are, on
examination, reducible to nothing, We now
alk, it any man 1 the world will venture to af-
“irm as much of thofe inconveniences which
arife from the prefent manner of deciding the
difputes of fovereigns by the law of the ftrong-
¢it ¢ "T'hat is to fay, from that impolitic ftate of
war, which neceflarily refults from the abfolute
and mutual independence of {overeigns, in the
rmperfect ftate of fociety which at prefent fub-
fifts between them in Europe ?

"To be better able to judge of thefe latter in-
conventencies, I fhall juft recapitulate a {fum-
mary of them 1n a few words; and leave it to
the reader’s examination,

1. No one’s rights are fecured but thofe of
the ftrongeft. 2. Continual and unavoidable
changes in the relations fubfifting between na-
tions, which hinder any of them {rom fixing in
their own hands the power they altually pofiefs.
3. No perfect fecurity for any power till its neigh-
bours be fubdued or deftroyed. 4. The general
impoflibility of deftroying them; as even by de-
itroying one, others are formed. 5. The pre-
cautions and immenie expences attendant on

being always upon one’s guard. 6. The want
0f
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of forces and of defencé tn minorities and re-
volts 3 for when the {tate i1s divided, who can
{upport one party againft the other? %, The
want of fecurity for the performance of mu-
tual engagements. 8. Juftice 1s never to be
obtained from others without great lofs and ex-
pence, nor always then; while the objet in dif-
pute {eldem proves an indemnification. ¢. The
unavoidable rifk princes run of lofing thetr do-
mintons, and fometimes their lives, inthe pro-
{fecution of their rights. 10. The neceflity of
taking a part in the quarrels of neighbours, and
of being drawn into a war contrary to one’s
inclination.,  11. The interruption of trade and
public fupplies, at a time when they are moft
required. 12 The continual danger from a
powerful neighbour, if one is weak, and from
a league, ifone is ftrong. 13. The inunlity of
prudence with regard to what is {ubjeck to for-
tune ; the perpetual deftruction of people; the
diminutionof the firength of the ftate both from
good and ill fuccefs; the total iwipoflibility of
cftablithing a good government, of accounting
any thing one’s own, and rendermg either our-
felves or others happy.

Let us recapitulate, in the fame manner, the
advantages which the confederate princes ol
Europe will reap from arbitration.

1. Abfolute fecurity that their prefent and
future differences will be always terminated
without 2 war; a fecurity incomparably more
ufeful to fovereigns, than that of never being
engaged in a law-{uit would be to any of their
{ubjelts.

2.. The removal of all fubjelts i difpute, or

their reduflionto little or ncthing, by the ccffa-
. S 3 {101l
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tion of all former pretenfions; which will com-
penfate for what they give up, and fecure what
they pofleis.

3. Complete and conftant fecurity for the per-
{fon, family, and dominions of the prince, and of
the order of fucceflion fixed by the laws of each
country, as well againft the ambitious views of
unjuft pretenders, as againft the revolts of re-
bellious {ubjedls.

4. PerfeCt fecurity for the execution of all
reciprocal engagements between prince and
prince, by the guaranty of the whole European
republic.

¢. PerfeCt and perpetual liberty and fecurity,
in regard to commerce, as well that carried omn
between the ftates of the confederacy, as that
carried on feparately by each ftate with diftant
nations.

6. A total and perpetual fuppreflion of the
extraordinary military expence, both by fea and
iand, in times of war, and even a confiderable
diminution of the ordinary expences in time of
peace.

. The fenfible progrels of agriculture and
population, with the increafing wealth of the
people and the revenue of the prince.

8. The factlitating all eftablithments, which
may redound to the glory and authonty of the
fovereign, increafe the public refources, or pro-
mote the happinels of the people.

I now leave the reader, as I before oblerved,
to his examination of all thefe articles, and to
form a comparifon between the flate of peace
refulting from the propofed confederacy, and the
ftate of war which refults from the prefent im-

politic flate of Kurope.
63
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It we have reafoned rightly in laying down
this projet, it has been demonftrated, firft, That
the eftablithment of a perpetual peace depends
folely on the confent of the refpective fovereigns,
and that there is no other obftacle to it than
their oppofition. Secondly, That this eftablith-
ment would be every way ufeful ; and that no
comparifon 1s to be made, even with regard to
them, between the inconveniences and advan-
tages refulting from it. Thirdly, That itis rea-
fonable to fuppofe their inclination will agree
with their imterefts. And, laftly, that this e-
{tablithment, if once formed on the plan propo-
fed, would be {olid and lafting, and perfeitly
anlwer the end defigned. We cannot, indeed,
take upon us to {ay, that the fovereigns of Lu-
rope will aCtually adopt our proje&t, (who can
anfwer for the judgment of others?) but wecan
fafely fay, they would adopt it, if they knew
their true interefts ;: for it {hould be obferved,
that we have not {fuppoied menito be fuch asthey
ought to be, good, generous, difinterefted, and
public-fpirited from motives of humanity; but,
on the contrary, fuch as they really are, unjuft,
avaricious, and more folicitous for their private
intereft than that of the public. The only fup-
pofition we have made, 1s, that mankind have
{fenfe enough in general to know what is ufeful to
them, and fortitude enough to embrace the
means of their own happinefs. Should our pro-
jet, neverthelefs, fail of being put into execu-
tion, it will not be neglelted becaule it 1s chi-
merical, but becaufe the world is abfurd, and
there 1s a kind of abfurdity in being wife among

1001s.
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PROCEEDINGS
IN THE

PARLIAMENT of PARIS.

NTERED, this day, the oflicers of our Lord

the King; M. Omer- Joly de Fleury, ad-

vocate of our faid Lord the King, prefenting an

information to the Court, againfta work entitled

Emilius, &c. by J. J. Rouflean, citizen of Ge-
neva, in wordsand to the eflect following.:

That the faid work appears to be compofed
only with a view to re-eftablith natural religion;
the author labouring, in the plan of education
he affelts to purfue with his pupil, to illuftrate
and recommend that criminal {y{tem.

That the author affets to inftruct bis faid pu-
pil according to nature, which he makes his on-
ly guide in the formation of his moral man; that
he regards all religions as equally falutary, and
as having all their peculiar reafons in the climate,
government, genius of the people, or other lo-
cal caufe, which makes the one preferable to an-
other only according to the circumitances of tuine
and place.

That he would have man conhne him{elf to
that kind of knowledge which mftin¢t alone
prompts him to puriue ; pretending that the pat-
{ions are the principal inftruments of our prefer-
vation ; and afferting that men may be faved
without believing in God, on the {uppofition of
an invincible ignorance, which he maintaing

{ome
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fome perfons may lie under with regard to the
Deity, and which will excufe their unbelief.
That, according to the principles of this writer,
we fhould be directed in the choice of a religion
by reafon only; by the dictates of which we
{iould alfo leave the mode of that worthip which
mankind are to pay, to the Supreme Being;
whom the author affects to honour, in fpeaking
with impiety of thole external ceremontes of re-
ligion, which that Being hath eftablifhed, or the
church hath prefcribed, under the diretion and
influence of his holy Spirit.

That, in confequence of this fyftem of admit-
~ ting no other than natural rehgion, whatever
form it afflume among difterent people, he hath
endeavoured to difprove the truth of the holy
fcriptures and prophecies, the certainty of the
miracles contamned 1n the facred writings, the
infallibility of revelation, and the authority of
the church: that, in recurring on every occafion
to this natural religion, he undertakes to jufbify
not only all religions indifcriminately, pretend-
mg that falvation may be found in all; but even
the mﬁdellty and fcepticifm of all thofe whom
we may in vain endeavour to convince of the
divinity of Jefus Chrift and the truth of the
Chriftian religion, which alone hath God for its
author, and with regard to which he carries his
blafphemy fo far, as to treat it as nidiculous and
contraditory, and to mculcate a facrilegious 1n-
difference for 1ts myfteries and tenets; all which
he endeavours to deftroy.

That fuch are the impious and deteftable
principles which the writer propofes to eftablifh
i his faid tieatife 5 throughout which he fub-

jeéts religion to the examination of reafon, which
¢an
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can eftablifh only merehuman creeds, and which
admits of no -other truths or dogmas in religion
than fuch as 1t may pleafe the underftanding,
left to its own light, or rather its own darknefs,
to receive or reject.

That to thefe tmpieties the author hath ad-
ded many mdecent details and 1lluftrations di-
re(tly. contrary to modelty and decorum, as well
as pretenfions tending odioufly and falfely to
mifreprefent the {overeign authority, to deftroy
the principles of that obedience which is due to
it, and to leffen the refpect and affeétion of the
fubjects for their kings. '

That the informants conceive thefe inftances
{ufficient to give the court an idea of the work
in queftion: that the maxims which are {cattered
throughout, -unite to form a chimerical fyftem,
as impracticable in the execution, asabfurd and
criminal in its defign : that fubjefts educated in
{uch maxims could not fail of being prejudifed
in favour of fcepticifm and toleration ; of being
abandoned to their paflions, and devoted to the
pleafures of {fenfe ; of becoming deaf to every
thing but the veice of nature; and of fubltituting,
inftead -of the noble defire of true glory, this
pernicious phrenzy of fingularity.  What rules
for the formation of manners! What members
of church and ftate muft fuch children prove who
are educated in principles that are equally fhock-
ing to the citizen and Chriftian!

"That the author of the faid book, not having
fcrupled to fet his name to the work, cannot be
too expeditioufly profecuted; for that it is of
importance, fince he is known, that juftice
fhould make an example as well of the writer,
as of thofe who may be difcovered to have alhft-

VoL. X. ih ed,
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ed ‘either in the printing.or diftributing a-work
that deferves, together with 1ts author and :pu-
blither, to be treated with-the greatelt feverity.

That fuch is the {ubftance of thewritten in-
formation, now left, with a copy of the book, in
court. On this the ofhcers retired.

The matter of the faid information having
been taken into-confideration, it is refolved by
the Court, That the faid printed book, entitled
Emilius, &c. betorn to picces and burnt, in the
court of the palace, at the foot of the :grand
{tairs, by the common executioner. All per-
{ons pofleflcd of copies of the {aid book, are alfo
enjoined to bring them to the regifter of the
court, 1n order.to have them fupprefled. And
all bookfellers are exprefly forbidden to print,
{ell, or publifh the faid book ; as .are alfo all
hawkers and others, either to vend.or diftribute
the fame, under pain of being immediately pro-
fecuted to the utmoft {everity of the law. It is
alfo ordered by the Court, at the requelft of the
King’s Attorney-general, That information be
raken before the reporting counfel of all fuch
writers as may be found in Paris; and before the
lieutenants-criminal of their refpective baili-
wicks, of all fuch as may offer, without the
faid city, to give evidence againft the author,
printers, or venders of the faid book. "That the
{fa1d information, when taken, be communicated
to the King’s Attorney-general ; to be proceeded
on as he fhall judge proper, or the Court order
selating thereto. It 1s further ordered, That the
faid J. J. Rouflcau, mentioned in the title- page
of the fmd bocok, be 1in the mean time appre-
hended, taken, and committed to the prifons of
the Conciergerie of the palace, 1 order to be

heard
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heard and interrogated. before the faid reporting
counfel, touching the matter of the {aid book 3
and to anfwer to the informarion which the At-
rorney-general hath taken againft him: and in
cafe the faid J. J. Roufleau cannot be appre-
hended and taken, on fearch after his perfon,
for fourteen days, that his eifects be feized, and
an inventory thereof be taken, and lodged in
the hands of the commiffuries appointed for that
purpofe, till the faid Roufleau thall appear a-
greeable to this order.  And to thefe purpofles
it 1s ordered, that a copy of the faid book be
left with the regifter of this court, to ferve {ov
the mmtrutions relative to the procefs. Ordered,
Jaftly, ‘That the prefent arret be printed, publifh-
cd, and ftuck up wherever 1t may be thought
requifite.  Done in parhament, Fune 9, 1762.

Signed, Duv FRANC.

" On Friday the 11th of Fune 1762, the above-
mentioned book was torn to pieces, and burned
at the foot of the great {tair-cafe of the palace,
by the public executioner, in the prefence of me
Etienne Dagobert Y{abeau, one of the three
p-incipal commiffaries of the great chamber, af-
hited by the two ferjeants of the court.

Signed YSABEAU.,

T 2 THE



THE
M A NDATE
OF THE

ARCHBISHOP of PARIS;

(ondemming the New Treatife on Education, en-

ritled Emilius, &c. by J. J. Roufleau, Gitizen
- of Geneva.

Hniftopher de Beaumont, by the grace of
God, and by favour of the holy apoftolic
{ee, archbithop of Paris, duke of St Cloud,
peer of France, commander of the order of the
Holy Ghofty patron of the Sorbonne, &c. to
-1 the faithful of our diocefe, health and bene-
iiction,
St Paul, my dear brethren, hath foretold, that
peri]ous times fhould come, in which men
thould be lovers of themfelves, proud, blalphe-
mers, unho)y, faife accufers, high- minded,
fovers of pleafures more than of God, men of
corrupt minds, reprobates concerning the faith *,
And in what times hath this prediCtion bLﬁIl
more Jiterally fulfilled than in the prefent! In-
fidelity, encouraged by the paflions, prefents
itlelf m every thape,in order to accommodate 1t-
felf in fome meafure to perfons of all ages, cha-
racters, and conditions of life. Dometimes, mn

order
* 3 Tim. iil. 1, 4, 8.
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order to infinuate itfelf into the minds of thofe
who are captivated with trifles, 1t afflumes a
light, agreeable, and frivolous ftyle ; hence we
fee 2 numerous tribe of romances, equally im-
pious and obfcene, whofe fole end is to divert
the imagination, with a view to {educe the un-
derftanding and to corrupt the heart. Some-
times, afluming an air of fublimity, it affels to
recur to the firft principles of human knowlege,
aund pretends to deduce from thence authority
for cafting off a yoke faid to be difgraceful to
humanity, even that of divinity itfelf,  Some-
times it furioufly declaims againit religious zeal,
and. in a rage preaches up umverfal toleration.
And again, {ometimes, uniting all the different
modes of language, 1t mingles gravity with
mirth, the maxims of purity with thofe of cha-
rity, truth with errory, and religion with blaf-
phemy; endeavouring, 1n a word, to reconcile
licht with darknefs, and Chrft with Dehal.
This, my dear brethren, appears in a particular
manner the object of a recent publication, en-
titled Emilius, &c. A writer hath here ftarted
up, who, educated in the midlt of error, 1s full
of the language of philofophy, tbough no true
philofopher: poflefled of a multiplicity of know-
ledge, which neverthelels hath not ferved to en-
lighten his underftanding, he hath made ufe of
it to darken the underftanding of others ; he is
oriven up to paradoxes both 1n opinion and prac-
tice, uniting implicity of manners with often-
ration of doéirine, a zeal for ancient maxims
with 2 paflion for eftablithing the moft fingular
novelties, the obfcurity of retirement with a de-
fire of being known to the whole world. We
have {een his inveltives againft thole very fei-

I 3 €1CCs
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ences which he himfelf cultivated : we hear him
acknowledge the excellence of the gofpel, while
he 15 endeavouring to depreciate its tenets; and
fee him defcribing the beauty of virtue, at the
{ame time that he 15 ftriving to extinguifh the
love of it in the hearts of his readers. He hath
affumed the preceptorfhip of human kind, in
order to deceive them ; he hath erefted himfelf
into a public monitor, to lead the world aftray;
and hath played the oracle of the age, in order
to complete its deftruction. In a former trea-
tife, on the Inequality of Mankind, he hath re-
duced man to a level with the brutes: in ano-
- ther produétion, {hill more recent, he hath 1fi-
nuated all the poifon of inordinate pleafure, un-
der pretence of prohibiting it: and, in the pre-
{ent, he takes advantage of the earlieft moments
of life, to eftablifh in the mind of man the ma-
xims of irreligion and infidelity.

What a horrid enterprife, my dear brethren!
'The education of youth is one of the moft im-
portant objects of the zeal and f{olicitude of the
paftors of the church. We are fenfible that, in
order to reform the world, as far as the weaknefs
and corruption of our nature will permit, it
would be {ufhicient to obferve, under the direc-
tion and 1mprefhons of grace, the dawnings of
numan reafon, and to direct 1t 1n the way that
leads to all truth. By fuch means, the mind, as
yet exempt from prejudice, may be put for ever
on its guard againit error ; and the heart,as yet
a ftranger to the violent pafhons, may receive
.mpreflions of every virtue. But to whom doth
it more properly belong, than to us and our
jellow-labourers 1n the mmiitry, thus to watch
over the early progrefs of Chrniftian vouth; to

turniih
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furnifth them with the fpiritual milk of the word,
fo that they may grow in grace {3 to prepare
them betimes, by {alutary exhortations, to be
incere worfhippers of the true God, faithful
fubjects to their king, and men worthy to be-
come the fupport and ornament of their country ¢

Now the author of Emilius, my dear brethren,
hath laid down a plan of education, which, fo
far from being confiftent with Chriftianity, is
not even calculated to form either good citizens
or good men. Under the vain pretence of re-
ftoring man to himf{elf, and educating his pupil
agreeable to nature, he aflumes as a maxim, an
affertion contradiétory not only to the deétrines
of religion, but alfo to the experience of all ages
and nations. ¢ We lay it down, fays he, asan
¢ inconteftable maxim, that the firft emotions
‘¢ of nature are always right; and that there is
¢ no original perverfity in the human heart.”
How contradiory 1s this to the doctrines of the
holy Scripture and the church, refpecting the
change made in our nature by the fall! In this
maxim, we lofe fight of that divine ray which
difcovers to us the myftery of our own hearts.
Yes, my dear brethren, we find within us a
ftriking mixture of greatsels and meannefs, of a
paflion for truth and a love of error, of an in-
clination to virtue and a tendency to vice: an
aftonithing contraft, which, difconcerting the
pagan philofophers, left them to blunder on in
vain fpeculations ! A contraft, of which revela-
tion difclofes the fource, in the deplorable difo-
bedience of our firflt parents! In confequence of
their defe&ion it is, that man finds himfelf

drawn by a fatal tendency to vice: and how is
he
* 1 Petil. 2.



228 ARCHBISHOP OF PARIS.

he torefiftand ftand again{t it, if his infancy be not
conducted by preceptors replete with attention,
virtue, and prudence; and if, during the whole
courfe of his life, he doth not, under the pro-
tection and by the grace of God, make conti-
nual and forcible efforts againft 1t? Alas! my
dear brethren, 1n fpite of the moft careful and vir-
tuous education, in fpiteof the moft encouraging
promifes and dreadful menaces of religion, the
fallings of youth are {hil toe frequent, too nu-
merous. Into what errors, into what excefles,
do they not, when left alone, precipitate them-
felves! The torrent breaks in upon them, in
fpitcof the ftrongeft mounds that may be thrown
up to oppofe it: what would be the cafe, then, if
10 obitacle were raifed to break its efforts and
divert its force ?

The author of Emilius, who profeiles to be of
no rehigion, points out the way, neverthelels,
without defigning 1t, which leads infallibly ro
true religion. ¢ How fhall we, fays he, who,
on all oacaﬁona, pretend to caft off the )oke of
authority 5 we who pay no regard to opinion ;
who would teach our pupil nothing but what he
might have learnt b* nfelf in any country; In
what religion fhall wé educate Emilius? To
what {e€t fhall we unite the man of nature ¢
'The anfwer appears to me very mple: We fhall
unite him neither to one nor another; but place
him In a proper -fituation, and qualify him to
make choice of that which the beft ufe of his rea-
fon may induce him to adopt.”

Would to God, my dear brethren, this ob-
ject had been artained ! Had the author really
qualified his pupil to make choice of that reli-

gion which the beft ufe of his rezion would
nave
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have induced him to adopt, he would infallibly
have prepared him for receiving the dotrines ok
Chriftianity. For certain 1t 1s, my dear bre-
thren, that the Light of nature conduts to the
light of the gofpel ; and the duty of a Chriitian
is indeed a reafonable fervice 1. In fa&k, if the
belt ufe of our reafon does not lead us to the
Chriftian revelation, our faith 1s 1n vain, and
our hope of none effect. But in what manner
you may fay, doth the beft ufe of our reafon,
conduét us to the ineftimable blefling of faith,
and from thence to the precious aflurance of
falvation ? It is to reafon itfelf, that we may
fafely appeal. If we acknowledge a God, our
great concern is next to know whether he hath
condefcended to fpeak to mankind in another
manner than by the works of nature. -To deter-
mine this, we muft examine if the evidencelof the
facts on which revelation 1s founded be not fupe-
rior to all the efforts of the moft artful chicanery.

Infidelity hath often attempted to invalidate
the evidence of thefe fais, and as often hath
been convinced of its importance. God hath
borne witnefs of himfelf in the holy Scriptures,
and this teflimony 1s moft worthy of belief.
W hat remains, therefore, for a man who makes
the beft ufe of his reafon, but to acquiefce in
this teftimony ¢ It is thy grace, O Lord, which
completes this work of illumination; 1t is that
which determines the will, which forms the
heart of the Chriftian; but 1t 1s the difplay of
its evidence, and the force of its motives, that
previoufly employ and purify the underftanding;
and in this work, not lefs noble than indifpen-

fable, confifts that beft ufe of our reafon, which
the.
1 Rom. xit. 1.
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the author of Linihus undertakes to fpeak of,
without having any fixed or certain idea con-
cerning it.

In oider that a youth fhould poflels the requi-
fite docility to reccive his tutor’s iaftructions,
this author would have him be deftitute ot every
principle of religion.  His reafon for which 2x-
traordinary docunment is this ¢ ¢ 'I'a know good
from ew], and to be fenfible of the duties of a
man, 1s not toe province ot a child.—1I thould
as foon,. adds he, require a child to be aive feet
high, as to have judgement at ten years of age.”
Doubtlefs, my dear bretnren, the haman -

derflanding hath 1ts progrefs, and s improved
by degrecs: but doth it thence foliow, that a
child at ten years of age {hould not know the
ciiference between good and evil; that he thould
confound prudence with folly, good nature with
cruelty, and virtue with viee ? May he not be
{enfible, at that age, that obedience to his pa-
rents 1s a-virtue, and difobedience a vice 7 "T'o af-
{ert he 15 noty, my dear brethren, is to-calumni-
ate human nature, in fuppofing it capable of a
degree of {tupidity to which it 15 a ftranger.
¢ Every child who believes in God, fays this
author, 1s an 1dolater or an anthropomorphite.”
But, 1f it be an 1dolater, it muft believe in many
gods, and attribute the divine nature to infen-
{ible 1mages. If it be only an anthropomor-
phite, 1t mmvelts the true God with a corporeal
form. Now we cant fuppofe neither the oue nor
the other of a child who 1s educated a Chriftian.
Its education may peilibly be deficient in this
particular ; but it 1s highly unjuft to impute that
to religion, which is unly owing to the defects
of inftructieon. Add to this, that it cannot be
£X-
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expected a boy of:ten ‘years of age fhould be a
philofopher ; hence, though he may be well
taught, ‘he may but ill explain himfelf: but,
when we teach him that the Deity is of a dit-
ferent nature from.objeéts of fenfe; that, pof-
feffed of inhnite intelligence, and {upreme
power, 1t executes whatever it pleafes; we. cer-
tainly give him {fuch a notion of God as is ad-
apted to his underftanding. It 18 not to be
doubted that an atheift miglht ealily perplex and
confound {uch a young belicver with his artful
fophifms : but not all ‘his addrefs can- -make it
appear, that, when a child fo inftructed believes
in God, he 1s nothing more than an idolater or
anthropomorphite ; that 1s to fay, thar “ie be-
lieves only 1n the exiftence of a chimera.

But this author, my dear brethren, goes {till
farther, and denics that even a young man of
fifteen 1s capacitated to belicve in God. Man
at that age, therefore, muft be {uppofed not to
know whether there is a God or not; 1t is in
vain the works .of nature difplay the glory of
their Creator, he underftands not their expref-
five language. It muft be fuppofed that he ex-
ifts without knowing to whom he owes exilt-
ence ; and that reafon itfelf contributes to in-
volve him in this ignorance and darknefs. It is
thus, my dear brethren, that blind impiety en-
deavours to darken, with the clouds of obfcu-
rity, the torch which religion prefents to man-
kind in every period of human life. St Au-
guftine reafoned jultly on other principles,
when, 1n {peaking of his early years, he faid,
¢« T fell, at that time, Lord, into the hands of
thofe who are careful to call on thy name;
and comprchended by their difcourfes concern-

ing
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ing thee, and agreeable to the capacity of my
tender years, that thou wert fomething great;
‘and that, although invifible, and removed be-
yond the reach of our fenfes, thou couldeft hear
our prayers and relieve us. Hence I began,
from my very wifancy, to addrefs thee by prayer,
and to regard thee as my protector and my fup-
port ; the earlieft employment of my tongue be-
ing to call on thy holy name *.” *

Let us go on, my dear brethren, ‘to the far-
ther unaccountable paradoxes of the author of
Emilius. ~ Let us fee whether, after having re-
duced young perfons to fuch a ftate of profound
ignorance with refpect to the attributes of the
Deityy, he will admit them to know more of
themfelves. Do they know whether they are
poflefled of a foul diftinét from the body ¢ Or
do they look on themielves as beings purely ma-
terial and fubject to the laws of mechanifm ?
'The author of Emilius doubts whether it be
time to teach a pupil, even at eighteen years of
age, that he hath a foul ; pretending, that ¢ if
he learns it fooner, he runs a rifk of never know-
ing it fo long as he lives.” But will he not ad-
mit, that youth may be fenfible of their moral
duties ! No. If we believe our author, ¢ There
are none but phyfical objets that will intereft
children, particularly thofe whofe vanity is not
yet excited, and that are not corrupted by the
poifon of prejudice.

Agreeable to thefe notions, he would have all
the pains we take in the earlier part of education
confined to what is material and terreftrial in

man. Exercife, fays he, their bodies, their or-
gars,

* I.tb. 1. Confell. chap. ix.
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gans, their natural forces; but keep the foul ag
inadtive as poflible.

This mental indolence and inalivity appears
to him neceflary, 1n order to difpole the mind
to receive thofe errors he means to inculcaté.
Dat to think of inftru&ing mankind in wildom,
at a feafon when their growing-paflions are moft
prevalent, is to inculcate it in a manner which
the author himf{elf explodes.

How oppofite, my dear brethren, is fuch 4
mode of education as thlS, to that which right
reafon and true religion unitedly di¢tate ! Thefe
require that a prudent and vigilant preceptor
fhould be on the watch, as it were, to difcover
in the pupil the firft dawnings of intelligence,
in order to capiivate the underftanding with the
beauty of truth 3 and for the firft emotions of
the heart, in order to engage it by the charms
of vittue, How much better is it, in fa&t, to
prevent obftacles, than to leave them to be fur-
mounted ¢ How much 1s it to be feared, if the
impreflions of vice fhould precede the precepts
of virtue, that men, when arrived at a certan
age, will want both courage and will to refiit
vicious allurements ? Doth not happy experience
daily demontftrate, that perfons educated in vir-
tuous principles, recovering from the irregula-
rities of an ill-fpent youth, return at laft to the
{alutary practice of thole maxims they were
taught in their childhood ¢

We need not however be furprifed, my dear
brethren, that this author defers fo long the
knowledge of the exiftence of a Deity, when
he doth not believe it neceflary to falvation.
¢ It 1s clear, (fays he, in the charalter of an
imaginary pcrfonage,) that a man may, under

VoL, X. U fome
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fome circumftances, live to grow old without
believing in God 3 and yet he would not, for
that reafon, be deprived of his prefence 1n the
other world, if his unbelief was involuntary.”

Obferve, my dear brethren, the author does
not mean here a perfon who 1s incapable of the
ufe of reafon, but merely one whole reafon might
have received no afiiftance from information.
Now {uch a pretence is abfurd, particularly on
the fyftem of this writer, who afhrms human
reafon to be abfolutely perfect. St Paul indeed
aflures us, that, among the Pagan philofophers,
many had, by the force of reafon alone, arrived
at the knowledge of the true God. ¢ That
which may be known of God, faith the apoftle,
15 manifelt in them 3 for God hath fhewed it
unto them. For the invifible things of him
from the creation of the world are clearly feen,
being underftood by the things that are made,
even his eternal power and Godhead : fo that
they are without excufe ; becaufe that when they
knew God, they g]ouﬁed him not as God, nei-
ther werethanhful but became vain 1n their ima-
ginations, and their foolith heart was darkened.
Profefling themfelves to be wife, they became
fools +.”

Now, 1f fuch was the crime of thefe men,
who, being {ubjected by the prejudices of their
education to the worthip of 1dols, yet did not
fail to attain to the knowledge of the true
God ; how can thofe, who have no fuch obita-
cles to {furmount, be fo innocent and blamelels
as to merit the enjoyment of the prefence of
God in another life? how can they be excufe-
able, (pofleiled of right reafon as our author fup-

pofes,)

'ﬁ R0m| i; Igl
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pofes,) in having contemplated during this life
the magnificent PIDfPELL of the univerie, apd yet
remain ignorant of 1ts Creator, Preferver, and
Governor ¢

The fame writer, my dear brethren, takes ¢-
penly the fide of fcepticifm with regard to crea-
tion and the unity of God. Thus he makes
the fame imaginary perfonage fay, I believe
that the world 1s governed by a wife and power-
ful Will. I{eeit, or rather 1 feel 1ty and this!:
of importance for me to know : but is the world
eternal, or 1s it created? Are things derived
from one {elf-futhcient principle, or are there
two or mere ! And what is their effence 7 Ot
all this | know nothing, nor do I {ee that it i3
of any confequence I thould.—1I give up all fuch
1dle difquifitions, which {erve only to make me
difcontented with mylelf, are ufelefs in practice,
and {uperior to my underftanding.”  What is it
this daring author means to fay ! He believes
the world to be governed by a wile and powcr-
ful Will; he confefles it 1s of 1mportance to him
to know this: and yet be knows not, he fays,
whether things are dernived from one felf-exiftent
principle, or irom many; and he pretends it 1s
of little confequence whether he doth or no. It
there be really a wife and powerful Being who
governs the world, 1s 1t concewvable that he
fhould not be the fcle principle or efhicien:
caule of all things ¢ And can 1t be more impor-
tant to know one than the other 7 What a con-
tradiétion ! He knows nothing of the nature of
God ; and yet prefently after he acknowledges
this Supreme Being to be poffefied of intelli-
gence, power, will, and goodnefs ; is not this
t2 have an 1dea of the divine nature ? The uni-

U 2 ty
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ty of God appears to him a futile and indeter=
minate queftion ; as if the notion of a multipli-
city of gods were not the greateft of all abfurdi-
ties. The plurality of Gods, {ays Tertullian very
expreflively, tends to the nullity of God. To ad-
mit a God, 1s to admit a fupreme and independ-
ent Being, to which all other beings are fubor-
dinate. This writer infinuates, therefore, that
there are many gods.

It 1s not {urprifing, my dear brethren, that a
man who gives into fuch errors refpecting the
Deity, thould ftand up to oppofe the religion he
hath revealed. According to this author, all
revclations 1n general debafe the Deity, in a-
fcribing to him human poflions. ¢ So far from
giving us enlightened notions of the Supreme
Being, their particular tenets, in my opinion,
cive us the moft obfcure and confufed 1deas.
'f'o the inconceivable myfteries by which the
Deity 1s hid from our view, they add the moft
ablurd contraditions.”

We may, with much greater juftice, my dear
brethren, reproach this author with inconfiftence
and abfurdity. It1s he who degrades the Deity,
who confounds and debafes our notions of that
areat Being, by directly difputing his eflence,
and queftioning his unaty.

He is fenfible that the rruth of the Chriftian
tevelation is proved by facts; but concurning tle
miracles conftituting the principal evidence of
that revelation, he cries out, ¢ Who were wit-
nefles to thefe miracles ¢ Men——Always
human teflimony ! It is always men that tell me
what other men have told them. What a num-
ber of thefe are conftantly between me and the
Deity ! To jufufy this complaint, my gear

re-
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brethren, we ought to be able to afhrm that a
revelation mult be falle when it is not made to
every individual; we ought to be able to fay,
“ God cannot require us to believe any thing
he hath faid, unlefs he had particularly addref-
fed himielf to us.” But are there not an infi-
nite number of facts, even prior to that of the
Chriftian revelation, of which it wonld be ab-
furd to doubt ! Now by what means do we ac-
quire the knowledge of thefe facts but by hu-
man teftimonv? By what other means did our
author himfeli become acquainted with Sparta,
with Athens, and with Rome, on whofe laws,
manners, and heroes, be lavithes fuch extrava-
gant encomiums ? What a number of men
there muft have been. hetween him and the e-
vents which relate to the engin and cataftrophe
of thofe ancient republics! What a number of
men between him and even the hiftorians thas
have tranfmitted to us an account of tho’e events |
The {cepticiim of our author, therefore, with re-
gard to this particuiar, is evidently founded on
nothing but his own infidelity.

“ What if a man (fays he, a little farther}
{hould come and harangue us in the following
manner : 1 come, ve mortals, to announce to you
the will of the Moft High; acknowledge in my
voice that of hun who fent me. [ command the
Jun to meve backwards, the fiars to change their
places, the mountains to difappear, the waves o
remain fixed on high, and the earth to wear «
different afpect.  Who would not, at the fight
of {uch miracles, immediately attribute them to
the Author of nature ¢ Who would not think,
my dear brethren, that a writer who fpraks m
this manner wanted only to be a witnels to a

U 3 n; -
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miracle, to become a Chriftian? But hear what
he fays further : ¢ The moft important exami-
nation, after all, remains to be made into the
doctrines delivered.——After proving the truth
of the do&trine by the miracle, you are reduced
to prove the truth of the miracle by that of the
doctrine.———Now, what is to be done 1in this
cafe ? There is but one ftep to be taken, Tore-
cur to reafon, and leave miracles to themfelves
better indeed had it been never to have had re-
courfe to them.” 'That is, my dear brethren,
as much as to fay, ** Shew me a miracle, and
- 1 will believe; and yet, when you have thewn
me a miracle, 1 will not believe.,” What in-
confiftence and abfurdity ! But it is well known,
that, in the affair of miracles, we do not admit
that fophiftry with which the author of this
treatife reproaches us.

When the doltrine 15 acknowledged to be di-
dine, and to be founded on the truth of pofitive
revelation, we make ufe of it, indeed, to judge
of the miracles; that is, to reject the pretended
prodigies which impoifiors may fet up againit
fuch dotrine. 'When the point in queftion is
an entire new doftrine, which 1s [aid to be dic-
tated by the Spirit of God, miracles are pro-
duced as proofs of it : that is to fay, the perfon
who affumes the character of a mifionary from
the Moft High, confirms his miflion and the
dolirines he preaches by miracles, which are
the teftimony of God himfelf.  Thus the doc-
tiine and the miracles are made ufe of refpec-
tively, according to the different points of view
in which they are placed, in the ftudy or illu-
itration of religion.  But 1n this there is no ab-
ule of argument, ridiculous fophiftry, or ab-

furd
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furd reafoning in a circle, as hath been fre-
quently demonftrated by thofe who have under-
taken to obviate this trite objeCtion. Nor 1s it
probable that the author of Emilius fhould be
ignorant of thefe demonftrations : but accord-
ing to the plan he hath purfued, of throwing
oblcurity on all revealed religion and {uperna-
tural operations, he malicioufly imputes to us
iuch arguments as are difgraceful to reafon.
Thus he reprefents us as enthufiafts, whom a
falle and blinded zeal urges on to prove two
principles, one by the other, without any diver-
ity in the ftate of the queftion or method.,
Where, my good brethren, is that philofophical
candour, that fincerity, of which this writer
makes fo great a boalt ?

Will 1t be believed, that, aiter having taken
the greateft pains to invalidate the human tefti-
mony of the Chriftian revelation, the fame au-
thor fhould pay it the moit folemn and pofitive
deference imaginable ? To convince you, how-
ever, of his ftrange inconfiftence, and at the
fame time to ferve for your edification, my dear
brethren, I fhall cite the paflages wherein he
hath done this in the plaineit terms. ¢ 1 will
confefs to you, fays he, that the majeity of the
{criptures ftrikes me with admiration, as the pu-
rity of the gofpel hath its influence on my heart.
Peraufe the works of our philofophers with all
their pomp of diction; how mean, how con-
temptible are they, compared with the {crip-
tures | Is it poflible that a book, at once fo fim-
ple and fublime, fhould be merely the work of
man ¢ Is 1t poflible that the facred Perlonage,
whofe hiftory it contains, fhould be himielf a

rere man ¢ Do we find that he alfumed the tone
of
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of an enthufialt or ambitious feftary? What
{weetnefs, what purity in his manners! What
an affe@ing gracefulnefs in his delivery ! What
fublimity in his maxims! What profound wii-
dom in his difcourfes ! What prefence of mind,
what fubtilty, what truth in his replies ! How
creat the command over his paflions! Where 1s
the man, where is the philofopher, who could
{o live and {o die. without weaknefs and with-
aut oftentatton ? Yes, if the life and death
of Socrates are thofe of a fage, the life and death
of Jefus are thole of a God. Shall we fuppole
the evangelic hiftory a mere filtion? Indeed,
my friend, it bears not the marks of fiction; -on
the contrary, the hiftory of Socrates, which no
body prefumes to doubt, is not fo well attefted
as that of Jefus Chrift.——1It is more inconcel-
vable that a number of perfons fhould agree to
write fuch a hiftory, than that one only thould
furnith the fubjet of it. The Jewifh authors
were incapable of the dition, and ftrangers to
the morality contained in the gofpel ; the marks
of whofe truth are fo {trniking and inimitable,
that the inventor would be a more furprifing
charalter than the hero of 1t.”

It would be difficult, my dear brethren, to
exprefs a more explicit homage to the authen-
ticity of the Gofpel: And yet the author ac-
knowledges it only in confequence of human
teftimony. It is always men that report what
other men have reported. "What a number of
men between God and him ! Nothing can be
more evident than that the writer here contra-
dicts himfelf, and is confuted on hs own
principle. How ftrangely infatuated therefore

this author, to add, “ And yet, with all tlfa
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she {ame Gofpel abounds with incredible rela-
uons, with circumitances repugnant to reafon,
and which 1t 1s impoflible for 2 man of fenfe ei-
ther to concelve or admit,  What 1s to be done
«midt all thefe contradi&tions? Be modeft and
circumipect: regard in filence what cannot be
either difproved or comprehended ; and humble
thylelt before the Supreme Being, who only
knows the truth. Such is the involuntary fcep-
ticim in which I remain.” But can this fcep-
tictim, my dear brethren, be indeed involunta-
1y, when he refafes to admit the do&rines of a
book, which, by his own confeflion, cannot be
the work of man! when this book bears the
matks of truth, fo ftriking, fo great, and {o ini-
mitable, that the inventor would be more afto-
nifhing than the hero of it? Surely we may here
fatcly fay, that iniquiry hath belied itlelf.

It appears, my dear brethren, that this author
hath rejeted revelation, only to adopt natural
religion. ¢ What God requires us to do, fays
he, he doth not tell us from the mouths of o-
thersy but infcribes it in the bottom of our
hearts.”  But hath not God written in our hearts
the obligation of believing 1n him, when we are
convinced that it is he who hath fpoken? Now
what certitude have we not that the Scriptures
are the word of God! The actions of Sccrates,
of which no one hath the leaft doubt, are, by the
confeflion of this author himf{elf, not fo well at-
tefted as thofe of Jefus Chrift. Natural reli-
gion, therefore, itfelf, dircCls us to receive that
which 1s revealed. DBut it 1s not certain that
this author really admits of natural religion ; at
leatt he doth not acknowledge its neceflity. No,
my dear brethren: ¢ If [ am miftaken, f{ays he,

il
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it 1s without defign. This 1s [uflicient to pre-
vent may errors from being imputed to me as a
crime.  And though you thould be imtlaken in
the fame manner, it 1s of very little confequence.”
That is to fay, 1t s futhcient, according to this
writer, to be perfuadcd you are in poflefhon of
the truth, in order that fuch perfuafion, though
attended with the moft monfltrous errors, fhould
not be a fubjet of reproach; and rhat every
man, who profefles himielf to be {incere and 1n-
senuouns, fhould be accounted religious and
wife, though adopting even the hoirid docCtrines
of atheilm. Is not this to throw open the door
to all the modes of fuperftitution, fanatical fy-
items, and chimerical notions of the human
nind ? is not this 2 maxim that would counte-
nance as many different religions and modes of
worfhip as there are differeni people in the
world ¢ Alas! my dear brethren, be not ae-
ceived in this particular. Sincerity is no far-
ther to be elteemed than as it 1s docile or en-
lightened, We are commanded to {tudy our
religion, and to believe its dolrines in fincerity
and truth. We have, for our warrant, the au-
thority of the church; let us learn to know 1t,
and to repofe ourfelves fafely therein. We may
then place confidence in our fincerity, and ipend
our lives in peaceful expectation of that moment
which thall open to us the light of eternity.

A further inftance, my dear brethren, of the
flagrant infincerity of the unbeliever we are re-
futing, is the manner in which he {uppofes the
Catholic and the Chriftian to reafon on matters
of religion. What futile and ridiculous argu-
ments doth he put into the mouths, both of the
ane and the other, in order to render them con-

tempt-
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temptible ! He hath written an imaginary dia-
Jogue between a Chriftian whom he {uppofes
infpired, and an infidel whom he ftyles a rati-
onalift. Hear what they are made to fay. The
former begins. ¢ Your reafon tells you that
the whole is greater than a part; but I tell you,
from God, that a part 15 greater than the whole.”
To which the latter replies: ¢ And who are
you that dare to tell me thatr God contradicts
himfelf? In whom fhall Irather believe? 1n him
who inftruts me, by means of reafon, in the
knowledge of eternal truths; or in you who
would impofe on me, in his name, the greateft
abfurdity ¢”

But with what affurance, my dear brethren,
doth this writer impute fuch arguments to Chri-
{tians ? 'The God of realon, we aflirm to be the
God of revelation alfo. Reafon and revelation
are the two organs by which he hath been plea-
{ed to make himfelf known to mankind, either
by way of teaching them the truth, or inftruc-
ting them in the knowledge of his will. Should
one of thefe organs contradict the other, it is
certain that God would contradit himfelf. But
can God be faid to contradi&t himfelf, becaufe
he commands us te believe incomprehenfible
truths ? You tell us, ye impious infidels, that
the tenets, which we look upon to be revealed,
contradiét eternal truths : but 1t 1s not fuilicient
for you merely to aflert this; and could you
have proved 1t, you would have done it long a-
go, and triumphed in the victory. The infince-
rity of the author of Emilius, 15 not lefs repre-
henfible in the language of his pretended catho-
lic. ¢¢ We catholics, fays he, make a great
noife about the authority of the church: l;]ut

waoat
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what do we gain by it, if it requires as many
proofs to eftablith this authority, as other fets
require immediately to eftablith their dotrines?
"The church determines that the church has a
right to determine. Is not this a fpecial proof
of its authority 7 Who would not think, my
dear brethren, from the pretences of this im-
poftor, that the authority of the church 15 to be
proved only by its own decifions; and that it
proceeds arbitrarily thus, ¢ I determine that |
am infallible; therefore, I am infallible.” A
icandalous 1m putation, my dear brethren ! The
grounds of Chriftianity, the fpirit of the gofpel,
and even the errors and weaknefs of the human
underftanding, all {ferve to demonftrate that the
church eftablifhed by Jefus Chrift i1s an infal-
lible church. We are affured, that, as the di-
vine Legiflator always inftruted mankind in the
ways of truth, the church of Chrift will ever do
the fame. We prove the authorty of the church
therefore, not from that authority itfelf, but
irom that of Jefus Chrift; a method of reafon-
ing not lefs exact than that which he reproaches
us with is lenfelefs and ridiculous.

It 1s not only in our times, my dear brethren,
that the {pirit of irreligion hath been a fpirit of
independence and revolt. And, 1n fat, how
15 1t to be expected that men, fo daring as to re-
fufe to fabmit to the authority of God himfelf,
thould refpect that of kings, who are reprefen-
tatives of God ; or that of magiftrates, who are
the reprefentatives of kings ? ¢ Mankind, fays
the author of Emilius to bis pupil; 1s effentially
made up of the common people; fo that, were
there not a king left upon the face of the earth,

they would not be mifled, and things would go
on
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en juft as well without them.—~The many (fays
he a little farther) will be always facrificed to
the few, and public intereft to that of particulars.
The fpecious names of juftice and moderation
will be made the inftruments of violence and
the weapons of iniquity. Hence ‘it follows,
(continues he) that thofe diftinguifhed orders
of men, which pretend to be ufleful to the reft,
are in reality, at the expence of the reft, ufeful
only to themfelves: and hence may be deter-
mined in what confideration they ought to be
held, according to the rules of right reafon and
jhitice”” Thus, my dear brethren, doth im-
piety prefume to queftion the intentions of Him
by whom kings reign ; thus doth it take delight
in corrupting the fources of public felicity, and
in propagating thofe maxims whichtend to con-
fufion and anarchy, with all their dreadful con-
fcquences ! But what doth religion teach us
in this cafe ! ¢ Fear God, honour the king *
Let every foul be {ubjet unto the higher powers;
for there 1s no power but of Godj the powers’
that be, are ordained of God. Whofoever
therefore refifteth the power, refifteth the ordi-
nance of God: and they thatrefilt, {hall receive
to themfelves damnation *.”

Yes, my dear brethren, 1n every thing rela-
tive to civil objelts, you ought to be as obedient
to your prince, and to thole who are deputed
to exercife his authority, as unto God himfieif.
Your duty to that fupreme Being alone fhould
fet bounds to your fubmifhion; and if then you
fhould be deemed culpable, and fuffer for your
obedience to his great commands, you fhould

VoL. X, X {ubmit

“ 1 Peterii, 17. * Rom. xiil. 1, 4.



fubmit without murmur or complaint. Even
Nero and Domitian themlelves, who chofe ra-
ther to be a {courge to the earth than the fathers
of their people, were accountable only to God
for the abufe of that power he put into their
hands. .

¢ Chriftians {{ays Ot Auguftine) are obedient
to their temporal lord, for the fake of their eter-
nal one.”

We have taken notice, my dear brethren, but
of a few of the many impieties contained in this
treatife of Education ; a work equally meriting
the anathemas of the church, and the feverity of
the laws: and what more can be neceflary to
infpire you with horror againft it? Miferable
would it be for you, and unhappy for fociety, it
your children were educated in the principles
of this author. As nothing but religion hath
taught us to know the nature of man, his great-
nefs, his mifery, and future deftiny, 1t belongs
only to that religion to form the underftanding
of youth, to improve their manners, and to
procure for them lafting happinels both in this
life and that which is to come. We are not
infenfible, my dear brethren, how laborious
and difhicult a rafk is the work of a truly Chri-
ftian education ; nor that a very confliderable
fhare of prudence and knowledge 1s neceflary to
difcharge 1t. What an admirable mixture of
good nature and refolution 1t requires! What
prudence, to adapt ourfelves to all conditions,
ages, difpolitions and characters, without de-
parting from our duty! what zeal, what pa-
tience, to nourtfh in young and tender minds
the precious feeds of innocence and virtue; to

root up, as far as poilible, thofe vicious inclina-
t:ons,
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tions, which are the fad effelts of our original
depravity ; and, in a word, to-teach them, ac-
cording to St Paul, to ¢ live foberly, righteoufly,
and godly in this prefent world; looking for
that bleffed hope, and the glorious appearing of
the great God, and our Saviour Jefus Chrift *!”
We fay therefore unto all thole who are char:
ged with fo important and honourable a funtion
as the education of vouth, Plant ye and water,
i the firm hope that the Lord, aflifting your
cndeavours, will give an increafe: ¢ Be inflan:
in {feafon and our of feafon,” according to the
direCtions of the fame apoitle; ¢ reprove, rebuke,
exhort, with all long-fuffering and doétrine 1.”
Above all, be careful to unite mftruétion with
example : inftrution without example is a dil-
gracc to the inftructor, and a {ubje&t for {candal
to him who 1s inftrudted. Let the pious and
charitable Tobit be your model 3 * carefully in-
ftrut your children, in doing the works of ju-
flice, in giving alms, in calling to mind the
Lord, and in praifing bim at all umes 1o fince-
rity and with all their might;” and your pofte-
rity, like that of this holy patriach, will be loved
of God and of man.

But at what time ought the education of
children to commence? At the firlt dawn of
intelligence : and this dawn 1s fometimes pre-
mature. ‘¢ Train up a child m the way he
{hould go, (faith the wile man;) and when he is
old, he will not depart from it3.” Such is in
fal the ordinary eourfe of buman life : even in
the midf of licentioufnefs, and during the em-

pire of the paflions, the principles of a Chriftian
\ X 2 edu-

% Titus its 22, 4 2 Tim, iv. 1. } Prov, xxii. 6,
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education afford a light which occafionally dif-
covers to the finner the horror of that abyfs into
which he 1s plunged, and difplays the means of
his efcape. How many are there, I fay again,
who, atter having {pent their youth in vice and
libertinifm, are brought back by this light into
the paths of virtue; and, puriuing, though late,
the principles of religion and humanity, become
an honour to themfelves and to their country !

It remains, my dear brethren, that, mn the
clofe of this exhortation, I conjure you by the
mercy of God, to attach yourfelves inviolably
to that holy religion in which you have had the
happinefs to be educated 5 to defend yourfelves
againft the approach of an abfurd philofophy,
which hath nothing lefs in view than to rob you
of the inheritance of Jefus Chuift, to render his
promifes void, and to fer him on a footing
with the founders of thofe religions whofe fri-
volous or pernicious doctrines have proved their
impofture. 'The Chriftian faith is defpifed, re-
jected, and infuited, only by thofe who are 1gno-
rant of it, or on whofe rregularities 1t is teco
great areftraint.  But the gates of hell {lall ne-
ver prevail againft it. The Chriftian and ca-
tholic church is the commencement of the
eternal kingdom of Jefus Chrift : ¢ Nothing 1s
{tronger (fays St Fshn Demajcene) than the
church 3 1t 1s a rock which the waves beat a-
gainft in vain; it is 2 mountain which nothing
can fhake.”

For the foregoing caufes, relpecting the new
treatife on education, entitled Emilius, &c. by
7. 7. Rouffeau, citizen of Geneva ; aiter con-
fulting with divers pe: fons diftinguifhed for their
Jearning and piety, and calling upon the name

of
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of the Lord, we condemn the faid book, as con-
taining abominable dotrines, calculated to in-
validate the principles of natural juitice, and to
fubvert the foundations of the Chriftian religion:
as inculcating maxims contrary to the morality
of the gofpel; tending to difturb the peace of
fociety, and to ‘excite Tubjeds to revolt againft
the authonity of their lawful {fovereigns: as con-
taining a great number of propoﬁnons feverally
fulle, {candalous, full of rancour againft the
church and its minifters, derogatory from the
refpect due to the holy fcriptures and the tradi-
tions of the church, erreneous, impious, blaf-
phemous and heretical.  We therefore ex-
prefly forbid the inhabitants of our diocefe to
iead or keep the faid book, unders the févereft
penalty of the law. We alfo dire¢t that this our
Mandate be read in all the parochial churches
of the city, fuburbs, and diocefe of Paris; and
alfo to be publithed and afhixed wherever it may
be judged needtul. Given at our Archiepifco-
pal palace 1n Paris. Aug. 20. 1762,

Signed, CarisTorHER ‘Archbithop of  Pasie,

By M. pt L4 Tovucyz.
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EXpoﬁulatory Letter

TO
CHRISTOPHER DE BEAUMONT,
Archbithop of Parus.

Hercerore, my Lord, thould there

i;;/ be any altercation between you and
me ¢ what language can we fpeak, or

how fhall we underftand each other, when there

15 hardly any thing in common between us ?

I am compelled, neverthelefs, to make you

a reply; you yourfelf have compelled me to it.
Had you only attacked my book, your cenfures
might have pafled unanfwered: but you have
attacked my perfonal character; and by fo much
the greater fanction your authority bears in the
eye of the public, the lefs it becomes me to be
filent when I am the objeét of your defamation.
But before I proceed to my defence, I cannot
forbear refleting a little on the pecularity of
my deftiny : peculiar indeed to myfelf alone. 1
was born with fome fhare of natural genius; the
public have authorifed me to make this boait. 1
ipent my youth, neverthelefs, in a happy ob-
fcunt}r, out of which I never attempted to
emerge. Had I made {uch an attempt, ndeed, it

would have been as great a peculiarity, that,
during
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during the vivacity of youth, I fhould not have
{fuceeded, as that I fhould fucceed too well in
the fequel, when that vivacity began to decay.
In this obfcurity, my Lord, inftead of a fortune
1 always defpifed, and a name I have fince
bought too dear, I poflefled the only bleflings
my heart was defirous of,. thofe of tranquillity
and friendfhip. Thus, ealy in my mind, and
happy in my friends, I drew near my fortieth
year; when, unluckily, an academical queftion
engaged my attention, and drew me into a pro-
feflion for which nature never intended me.
The unexpeted {uccefs of my firft eflay proved
fedutive. A numerous party of opponents
{tarted up againft me,and, without underftanding
my arguments, anfwered them with a petulance
that piqued me, and a degree of vanity that
perhaps excited mine. I ftood up, of courfe, in
my own defence; and, being urged from one
difpute to another, found mylelf engaged in a
career of controverfy almolt before I was aware.
Thus I became an author at a time of hife when
authors ufually throw up their profefhon, and a
man of letters even from my contempt for that
character. From thistime I have been a writer of
fome little confequence with the public: but
from this time, alas! my friends and my repofe
have left me. My labour was all I got for my
pains; and a little reputation was to make up:
for every thing elfe. If this be an indemnifica-
tion to thofe who are ever abfent from themf{elves,
it never was any to me.

Had I placed even for a moment any bopes
on fo frivolous a gratification, I fhould have
been foon undeceived. In what a fluctuation

hath the public opinion conftantly been with
regard
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regard to my abilities and charalter! Being at
a diftance, I was judged of only by intereft or
caprice, and for hardly two days together was
ever looked upon in the fame light. Sometimes
I was a dark and gloomy being, at others an
angel of light. I have feen myfelf, within the
{pace of a year, applauded, courted, emtertain-
ed, and requefted even at courty and agan
ipeedﬂy after, infulted, threatened, hated, and
condemned. Over mght afTaffins lay v wait
for me in the ftreets § and in the morning, 1 was
threatened with a h,ttre-de cachet. 'lhe good
and the evil came from almoft the fame fource;
and both of them were the effet of a mere {ong..
I have written, it is true, on: feveral {ubjells,
but always on the fame principles ; I had con-
ftantly the fame {yftem of morals, the fame faith,
the fame maxims, and, if you will, the fame
opinions. Very ditterent, however, have been
the opinlons that have been pafled on: my books,
cr rather on the author of my books ; becaufe 1
have been judged rather from the fubjeéts I trea-
ted of, than from my lentiments on. thofe {ub-
jects.  After the publication of my firft dif-
courfe*, I was faid to be a writer fond of para-
doxes, who amufed himfelf in proving things
he did not believe. Aiter- my Letter on the
French Mufic, I was called a profefled enemy
to that nation, and was very near being treated
as a conipirator and traitor: one would have
thought, by the zeal thewn on that occafion,
that the fate of the I'rench monarchy depended
on the reputation of their opera. After my di[—

cousfe on the Inequahty of Mankind, I wa
deemed

* Tn anfwer to'the quefion, Whether the cultivation of the
rts and {ciences Lad contribured to tne purity of munuers !
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deemed an atheilt and mifanthrope: after my
Letter to Mr d’Alembert on the theatres, I
was celebrated as the defender of Chriftian mo-
rals ¢ atter Lloifa, I was fuppofed to be paflion-
ate and tender: at prefent, I am a monfter of
impiety, and {hall probably by and by be a mi-
racle of devotion.

Thus fluttuating is the public opinion con-
cerning me 5 thofe who adopt it being as igno-
rant why they deteft me now, as why they once
refpected me.  As to myfelf, however, 1 have
always remained the fame; more zealous, per-
haps, than enlightened in my refearches, but
Lincere 1n all, even againft myfelf; fimple and
well-meaning, but {fufceptible and weak; often
doing wrong, yet always refpefting what was
right ; connefted by friendfhip, never by cir-
cumfitances, and ever more firongly influenced
by fentiment than intereft; requiring nothing
from others ; unwilling to render -myfelf de-
pendent on any ; {fubmitting to their prejudices
as hittle as to their will, and preferving my own
as free as my reafon; fearing God, without-being
afraid of the devily realoning on matters of re-
hgion, without licentioufnefs; approving nei-
ther 1mpiety nor fanaticiim, but hating perfecu-
tors {till worfe than infidels; without difguifing
my {entiments from any one, without affe(ta-
tion, without artifice, without deceit ; telling
my taults to my friends, my fentiments to all
the world, and to the public thofe truths which
concern 1t, without flattery and without pride ;
equally carelefs whether I {hould pleafe or offend
it. Ouch are my crimes, and fuch are my ments.

At length, totally difgufted with that into-

xicating vapour of reputation, which inflates,
without
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without fatisfying; wearied with importunities
of indoient vifitors, who, over-burdened: with
therr own r"'rm:, were predigal of mine ; and
11ghmg after the neceflury repole my heart is o
fousd of, I had joyfully laid down my pen. Sa-
usfied wiih the refle@ton that I had never taken
it up but for the good of my fellow-creatures,
I required oniy, as the reward of my zeal, that
I might be permitted to live unmolefted in my
retreat, and to die 1n peace.  Inthis, however,
I was miftaken : the officers were fent to ap-
prenend me, and jult at the moment that I flat-
tered mylelf the troubles of my life were at an
end, my greateft misfortunes began.  There is
fomethng very particular in all this; yet this is
nothing.

A cimizen of Geneva gets a book printed n
tolland 5 and by an arret of the Parliament of
Paris, this book is burnt by the common hang-
man, without a2ny refpet fhewn to the fove-
reign whofe privilege it had obtained, ~ A
Proteftant propoles, in a Proteftant country,
certam objections againit the Chuarch of Rome;
wid he is condemned by the parhiament of Pa-
1. A republican makes objeCtions, in a re-
publican ftate, againft monurchy; and he is
condemned by the parliament ot Paris. The
parliament ot Paris mult {urely have flrange no-
tions of therr jurifdiction, to fuppole it extends
over the whole human race.

The fame parliament, ever fo remarkably cir-
cumipect 1n their proceedings whemn mndividuals
of their own nation are concerned, break thro’
all order in pafling fentence on a poor forelgner.
Without knowing whether he was really the
author of the book imputed to him, whether he

acknow-




